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AUTHENTIC LEARNING & ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Real Life

Learning 

and Assessment

Authentic

“an assessment requiring 
students to use the same 
competencies, or combinations 
of knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes, that they need to 
apply in the criterion situation 
in professional life”

Gedera, 2023



AUTHENTICITY IN EDUCATION
“a class of social system problems which are ill-formulated, where the 
information is confusing, where there are many clients and decision-makers 
with conflicting values, and where the ramifications in the whole system are 
thoroughly confusing”
(Thomson et al., 2023)





Early stages
1960s-1990s

Rule-based
2000s

Advent of NLP 
2010s

Deep Learning 
2010s - present

(Verma, 2023)

EVOLUTION OF CONVERSATIONAL AI
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Conversational AI is only good at understanding human 
language to generate commands that a computer 
understands in order to respond with a human-like 
response.

• Uses previously developed tools/technologies to 
compute (i.e. python language and its packages)

• Uses given data to base the response on (on-
demand datasets, fine-tuning datasets, or training 
datasets)

EVOLUTION OF CONVERSATIONAL AI





IMPACT ON STUDENTS
“Homework Apocalypse”
Conversational AI outperforming humans in many ways (rightly so)
(Adams, 2024)



ADVANCED STUDENTS AND THE USE OF APIs

Advanced Students can use APIs to fine-tune models with:
• course material (context)
• personal previous written material (style of writing)

(Adams, 2024)
Source:
https://platform.openai.com/docs/api-
reference/making-requests



ETHICAL AND LEGAL DILEMMAS

1. Challenges in measuring and validating authenticity
2. Tracking of student engagement in the LMS impacted

General

Ethical

1. Plagiarism
2. Dishonesty

Legal

1. Institution’s and lecturers IP used outside of the LMS and without authorisation
2. Books and other paid material made available to unauthorized students



HOW CAN WE …



ADVANCED AI LITERACY

(Mills et al., 2024)

Programmes
• Awareness (know)
• Competence (use)



(University of Johannesburg, 
2023)

THE USE OF 
CONVERSATIONAL 
AI IN EDUCATION



ABOUT POLICY
1. Training: Providing training for both students and teachers on effectively using and integrating 

generative AI technologies into teaching and learning practices. 
2. Ethical Use and Risk Management: Developing policies and guidelines for ethical use and risk 

management associated with generative AI technologies. 
3. Incorporating AI without replacing human: Incorporating AI technologies as supplementary 

tools to assist teachers and students, rather than as replacements for human interaction. 
4. Continuously Enhancing Holistic Competencies: Encouraging the use of AI technologies to 

enhance specific skills, such as digital competence and time management, while ensuring that 
students continue to develop vital transferable skills. 

5. Fostering a transparent AI environment: Fostering a transparent environment where students 
and teachers can openly discuss the benefits and concerns associated with using AI technologies 
in higher education. 

6. Data Privacy and security: Ensuring data privacy and security while using AI technologies.

(Chan, 2023)



FRAMEWORK

Source: 
https://digitalpromise.org/2024/06/18/ai-literacy-a-framework-to-understand-evaluate-and-use-emerging-technology/

Develop to

Explore to



AUTHENTIC LEARNING & ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Real Life

Learning 
Authentic

Is enabled by policy, 
frameworks, and informed and 
equipped practitioners who 
embrace technology and 
demands students to go beyond 
machine capabilities. 
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THANK YOU

A special thanks to Prof Paul 
Prinsloo (UNISA) for tough 
questions that has been guiding 
my thinking and practice 
regarding ethical issues in 
education.
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